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The Pref ACE. 


3 Mong the names whey the. 
7X Pwublick MiniSters of the word 
OA YL are expreſſed in Scripture, 
= JP there is none citber more wſe- 
V/V 
by) JE full wnto orbers, or if neglett- 
WV 4, more dreadfull ro phim. 
ſelves, than the flileof Watchmen, which is /o 
ſ! anne of pew them, whoſe bufineſſe it # to foreſee 
| firft Approach of Danger, andto give timely 
Nonice, 72 53 al oY through ſleep and teaſe. 
would not rouſe wh themſetves, and take the Ala- 
rum, might be inexcu/ably guilty of their o'9w De- 
ſirubtion. Bar, /aitb OM to Ezckicl, whom be ,cx, ;,. «. 


bad deputed for the diſcharge of that forlorne em- 
| lac tlie Swe 


if the 


_ 


F The Preface. 


Hab 2. 1. 


Verle 2. 


 # doula wright of care incumbent upon th 


the Trumper, andthe people be not warned, 
ifthe ſword comeand take any perſon from 
amoog them, heis taken away in his iniquity, 
but his blood will Lrequireat thy-hand, Js 
was, | believe, for fear of this terrible account 
( which che common ſort of meerly [elf-called, and 
humanely appointed Prophets conſider nos;) that 
Habakkuk, who Was by God bimſelf commiſſion= 
ed for this Taske, to declare his atligence,cries our, 
L will (tand upon my watch, and ſet me upon 
the tower, and will watch to ſee what he'will 
ſay tome; Andto ſhew, rbat what he received 
inthis kind, was not to be.goncealed or reſerved 
only for his own uſe, God preſently bids bim,Write 
the viſionand make itplain upon Tables,that 
he who runs may read it, i. c. Whatever you 
find upon your moſt Sirift and evere enquiry, let 
it not be impriſoved in ſecret, but unfoldedro allin 
the moſt perſpicuous and apparent manner ; ſince 
ſucb viſtions like hight ,are loft as tothe uſe of them, 
if they be not communicated, = 
If this was the duty of Prophets bererofore, 
it mu} need; follow, that it doth equally belong to 
Preacheggwow ; Whoſe burden i not at all leſend, 
.bur as their Miniſtry & miore glorious, eo 
| 3 For 


they, 
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The: Preface: | 


they; "faith the Apoite [peaking of Goſp:1. Mini- 
$#-;,-do watch for mens fouls, as thoſewho 
muſt give an account, 'And when the Apoſtle. 
Paul-would re$tifiechow carefully be had diſcharg- 


ed bis Miniſtry, b# tells tbe Ephefian Elders, a :c. .« 


that be was clear from their blood ; Thereby 
implying, that bad he not with ſo much ſollicis. 
tous induſtry and watchfullneſſe performed bis 
office, in denouncing tbeir danger as well as 
in declaring tbeir duty, he ſhould have been ac- 
countable for their miſcarriage, © 
This Confederation alone, Without any circum- 
Tantiall inducements, will ſufficiently jiſtifie.. 
me in cventuring ro Publiſþ, wbat I have now, 
not Without great- anxizty; for a long time obs 
ſerved; Thas ſo, if theſe indeed are Signes of 
the Times, or, Fore-runners of Future Judg- 
ments, which I bave inpartially Collefted for 
ſuch out of the Scriptures of Truth ; then 0- 
tbers, together with my ſe f, might take notice 
of, and be warned by them, _ For though 1 ſhall 
alwayes pray, that I may prove herein a falſe 
Prophet; ye# ſo long 4s our National finnes 
are ſo great and crying, T ſhould not bave. 
been Faithfull in my Miniſtry, ( which 1 doe 
nos Fake to be confined within"the circuis of 
one * 
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"The Preface. | 
Pariſh ſhould T 4 I 

} Trumpes, i Loo bv a 

| f0. whoſe bands this Treatiſe W4y.come ,. that, 

| | C6 gathering , oa heh 


1 | Fav. 28 1661, 


"%y Ml WW LAs Lb. 
Edward Bagſkay, 


b—_—_ 


S1ones ofthe Times, 


Matth. 16. 3. 


Te Hypocrites, ye can diſcern the face 
of the Sky, and can ye not diſcern the 
fignes of the Times ? 


X Heſe words contain our Saviours 
anſwer, to an umpious command 
of the unbelieving Phariſees, who, 
27 notwithſtanding the many Mira- 
SW cles be had wrought, yet now 
5&2 come to require a viſible ſign from 
»-.hims 4 fen from Heaven; and 
Fn not. out of any defire to beconvinced 
t willing ſome way or other tgentrap and 


- thist 


hey 
by him, 
enſnare him z -The- Text faith, awesZols alÞr, play- 


ing the 
by whar ſþ3#4t they wereacted, . we ſhall find thar the, 
very fieſt temptation, whereby the Devil did ſetup- 
on our Saviour , was to deſire ſucha ſign of his Di- 
vinity from-him, 7f. thou be = Son of God; command 
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ters with him; For, that we may know... 


thas + 


. LF _ ” - 
- —— wb 


1 VEID m tn 


— 


— Sigmes of the Tims, 
that theſe ones be made bread, \o theſe, ſhow ws « fien 
from Heaven: * | 

. {Our Saviours abſolute refuſal, both then and here, 
to ſatisfie this bold and unwarrantable curioſity,leaves 
us this Obſervation, That where ordinary meancs for 
theatraining of faith may bethad, there it js nothing elſe | 
but a tempting of God to requeſt a Miracle. Matacles 
are the rarities and reſerves of Heaven, which God 
will not fuffer ro be ſquandred away to no purpoſe , | - 
but Gods viſible ſftore-houſe and treaſure of good 
things muſt be firſt {earched and renſacked, before 
that other way may be, ſo much as in a wiſh, at- 
rempred, ' Had the Phartſees donethat part of theit 
duty, *which.was to _ the Scriptures, and'to en-. , 
quire thence, 1what kind -of perſon the. Meſſiahwasto- 
be, and what he was to do and fuffer; «they might 
thence have arrived toa betrer fatisfa&tion vfcheir 
doubts, th:n any. miracle could have procured 
them. | 

Our Saviour therefore remits them to theſe or- 

amary .and ſafe, becauſe -ſan@thed, wayes of trial'; 
and by a familiar inſtance, ;convinces them of their 

great tolly and indiligence, in this ſo fetious and im- 
portant buſineſſe, Youare, ſaith he, very.cacefull 
, toobſervethe Heaven, and fromthe various afpetts.. "| 
| - Ofit, are; able to colleft what kind of Weather the 
following day will produce; whichinduſtry'of yours 
in-that which 1s of ſo (mall concernment, argues-you- 
tobe but-&ypcrites, in that you -negle&>.toctake no- 
tis&of the tries, the ene of which areas viſible 
and-asEafie tobe known, as the proguoſticks:and in- 
digdtians of che Weather, 5 

' By-19mres heve, Licake itDour Saviourmeans, thoſe 

ITE | calamities 
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." Sigies' of the: Times. 


ealamities and miſtries, - which:wars then hanging "x 
ver, and; becau(s ob their regectingiof Chef ;-would 


certainly come upon the Jews. Sois the wordgay\i +! + 


#iaes, to be anderſivod ipatherplaces ; 


24 where the' Apoſtle Raul (aich, Bus of thevimmes axed ; Ther, ,, 1,2, 


foaſons, ye have nonecd that I write unto yaw, fart 
your ſelves know, that the day of the Lord (1. the da- 
ftraction hg/ bach threatned-) ſo comearh 4s a thief: us 
the:wieht; For when they (hall ſay, pe:ce ana fafriy 
(z 5; there's nothing at all co.be feared) then ſudden 
deſtruttion cometh upon theme, as travaile upon 4 me- 
man with childs, and they ſhall not eſcape. So when 
our Faviour wept over Feruſalem, in contemplation 
of thoſe miſerable flaughters and devaſtations which 
were then coming upon them, he uſed thefe-words, 


Oh! that thou baſt known in this thy day, ( ti. in which Luke 19. 41, 


E warn thee of thy approaching _— the things 
that belong to thy peace : But becaule they regarded 
them not, but went on ſecure and catlefle, cheretore 
he acquaints them, that #heir enemies, the Romans, 
ſhould very ſhortly demoliſh cheir City, becauſe, 
ſaich he, rhow knaweſt not, wwigiy the tire Or ſeaſon of 
thy viſitation, i; that time, wheran mercy. is offered, 
the retuſal'of which will inevitably bring a ſudden and 
irreparable judgment. And this place I take tovea 
ku}t Cominent upon the 94/ or 1zynes, here mention- 

ed by out; Saviour, | 

= "are thys explained obſerve two Obſer- 


#4. x. God never intends to bring od yo and 
evi nent | ndgment upon 4 people that profeſſe his wame, 
bat he alwayes creates and [nds ſonpe ſienes which as- 
infullibly for el and forevun it. Jo 
| B 2 Doct. 2, 


NO OO IN "A OY 0" I _—_—__RUUNM\ 


———_— A 


" Signes of the Times. 


Dott. 1, 


- Dot. 2. That it «s every holy and truly ve- 
ligiows mans duty, to fiudy and to examine thoſe 

us, * 

The firſt Obſervation is, That God never intexds 
to bring a publick and eminent judgment upon a people 
that profeſſe his name, but he alwayes creates and ſends 
ſome fignes, which do infallibly foretell and foreran it, 
And Fe truth of this is evident, not only from mat- 
ter of fa and ſtory, (for we read not in the whole 
Scripture, of any judgement that God eyer ſent up- 
on the 1ſraclites, (who had the (ole priviledge of be- 
ing his people) but he alwayes ſent ſome previous 
warnings and admonitions of it, which were his figns) 
but likewiſe it appears from thelegwo Reaſons, 

1, From that ſympathy and fellow-feeling which 
God hath put in his whole Creation, whereby each 
part hath a care of the whole, and according to its 
meaſure, doth endeayour its preſervation. As inthe 
body natural 'of man, upon the next and immediate 
approaches of death, ſome parts are put into ſudden 
tremblings and convulſions z whereby they diſcover 
the nearneſle, and as far as they can, labqut to prevent 
the danger of that enemy : ſo-hath God orderedit in 
thegreat body of the world z/ that Earth-quakes, like 
Convulfions , Eclypes, like failing of the eyes, and 
ſuch other unuſual prodiges (which have an Analogy 
and reſemblance to the accidents that happento the 
body of man, ſhould commonly precede thapF zine, 
wherein any one State or Nation is fifty to 
be involved, As when our Saviour die”, thly.Sun 
was darkned, the Rocks were rent, the Earth Me by 
a kind of natural ſympathy and compaſſionate horror 
at ſo dreadtull and amazing a ſpeRacley ſo when ar . 

h : alem 


— 


al*m was'to be deſtroyed; our Say 
rels, that there ſhould be — 
and Peſtilences, and fearfull ſights, and great fignes, 
as the yan-carriers and outguard to that more terrible 
deſolation which was to- tollow them. What the 
Apoſtle therefore (ayes elegantly concerning future 
Glory, that the whole Creation, which was mace 
fabje& to vanity and miſery for mans finne,. doth 


j 
> 


oantand 45 it were travaile in pain, untill it be deli+ Rom8.1 9,22, 


wered from the bondage of corruption ; and manumitrs 
ted or ſet tree to partake of the glorious liberty of the 
Children of God : ſo-while itis in this ſtate of vanity, 
God hath pur into it {ucha quick ſenſe, that not one 
part canigrieve,but it will all, aft&t a ſort, grieve toge= 
ther ; and diſcover by its rremblings, ſhakings, eclyp+ 
ſes and extraordinary changes, that there is ſome great 
judgment 2 coming. | 

\, ©» "Secondly, The ſecond Reaſon may be taken from 
the gracious and mercifull diſpoſition of God, who is 
unwilling at once to fir »p all hs anger, and therefore 
warns often before he ſtrikes. When once God is 
in Covenant with a people, it is not a little-matter 
that 'wilt provoke him ro 'uſe extremities againſt 
them :- — as the Pſalmiſt dbſerves concern- 
ing the _ Iſrael, whoſe hearts, though they 
were not ripht with him,: nor f2r in his Covenant, 
Tet,- fatth be of c 

their iniquity, 'and deſtroyed them not';, yea; Many 4 
timitarned he his anger away, ang did- not #ir up all 
ble i**ath's For he remembred that they were but fleſh, 
44d that paſſeth awdy, and cometh not again. What 
forbearance-here is imputed-unto 'Gods conſidering; 
his/peoples frailty, in _— \plact”"is a” 4 
gy 94 2 x 


"pr bimſelffore- * 


and Famines, Luke 21. rx, 


Reaſ. 2, 


, God being full of conipaſſion, forgave pea. 18. 39; 


—— 
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Signet whe 160\ T hnes. 


Plal. +0. 435 jt, Marty F178 


deal of bis:/Cavenant, As we bave 
he delites them, but they proveked 
*5- Juan. by- their: Ro urn rang 764 lam for their 
ie 5 neverthelef{r be.re their afflilfion wbey 
Foy cya 95 4pd he, on for them buy. Ca- 
wvenant ;, andrepented according te the multitude of bys 
werctes, It is by virtue af this. Coveness, intowhich 
every -Nation-protefſing his Name do encer,that God 
is\@ ng iQ» hangs. ans will ne; tn rize his 
& 3 and-theretore he lets. higanger e lai 
(> the 'fixe of'it breaks out. ” the ron... . 
God- made with David, are expreſſed the termes 
wher&n all, Gods Covenants do run, cither go the 
— Fene or any other people who-ſtand under that rela» 
tot, He ſbell; faith'Gad,. cry unto me, the wy 
Father, my-Ged, and the nach of wy jelnetien, | Had 
then God promiſes, My merc I keep for hive for 
evirmort, and my GCouenast ſnail ſtand faſt with him. 
W hereupon hears, that;ithis Children (hould re« 
bell againſt him, Thew.1 will vigt their tranſgreſſion 
with a Rod, and. their, iniquity with ſrripes, $5, I will 
gently corre them; - for which he gives this reaſon, 
My Covenent mill. 110 break , mer aller the thing which 
4 goneovt of ny lifes. Gad therefore having obliged 
apropli wb ps Suge to caſt 
a utter @<)a19 Tr EDGAZEMENLS 
yes hem cen #hem, tl all: his; ther remedies - 
Nom eh; Asa: Rather; willotzen frawae.upon 
his fany. thee hide. thee warve and. admioniſb lug, 
befarede 10 cut olt-che Entaile, and .uaes» 
ly eagifighecithidl: ;..$0 deals Gad: I Onan 
poopie; he finenk ene;apparent: ignes of his anger, 
ELIEIINR: RE; and 10. a——_— 
: erceneſſe 


© Gadabaingmj 
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Sigwes of the Times, 


fiercenelleof it: He makes the charaersang tokens 
of bis indignation legible, and unleſie they bland vhei; 
eyes," and hardes their: hearts, be will not lee it fall 
with.its whole -weight and ſurcharge uponthem, Agd 
fo.much-for the firtt Obſervation, 


The {ecand Obſervatigg is this, That 77 every Duct. 2. 


holy and truchyriligionms mans duty; to ſtudy and to ex4- 
edhaſ fanges. Andithus is clear ma that out Savi- 
our calls the Pharifees, Hypecrites, for negleCting it; 


and by his. Prophet Feremy, God complains, The-flort ]er. 7. 


in the heaven knoweth her appointed times, and the 
turtle, and the crane, andthe (wallon, obſerve the— 
time of their coming, -(1.:e. thefe brute creatures un- 
derſtand their proper 4ealons, zand what ineach of 
them met for their good,) wat any prop le ikemow -19t 
the judgement-of the Evra, ((. e. they heed-notthat 
judgement, which by all marks and'tokens, they 
might eaſily perceive 'Gocl-is bringing upon then) 
The Church therefore, when the would declare 2nd 


maiteſt her integrity, the layes, Fra, 4 thewvay of .. . . 


thy judgments , © Lord, have we \waited for thee, 
1.4. We have cacedtherfactiteps.ofhithy judaments, 
we havediſcovered the printand appearance of them, 
and accordingly we have.compoled our ſelves.to-wait 
upon-thee, And that this igevery:holy mans.dury, will 
appear from-theſe:Realans; 

Firſt; Becauſe this is the end why:Goa-dottyſend 
theſe farerunners, that they 'may:beraken netice oftas 
whem:God made the Reiv-bowto'beutokenof-the 


Covenant/between/himtelt and Nachy the ſaies, 24y Gen. g. 14. 


bew ſhall ke ſeenimthe cloud, :4 tivfhalknor be placed 
idely there, but. asit\were, ſummontheeye of every 
beholger to :0bſerve wit .; fowhen 'fets ſome 

| lightnings | 


oat OA nth — —} tt A. Ms, * 


Signes of the Fes. - 


Pſal. 28. 5. 


Rea. 2. 


Matth, 2s. 6. 


1{ai. 26. 9. 


Verſe 20, 31, Vice of the ſame Prophet, Come my people, emter thou 


lightnings and overtures of a tempeſt ro:precede his 
thunder, - he laſeth his deſign, it-{uct as proteſle to 
fear his name donot regard them. '.- Therefore. the 
Pſalmiſt threatneth the wicked, Becauſe they regard 
not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of hs 
bands, he ſhall deftroy them, and not build thems up. 
Intimating, that to be incurious and indiligent heed- 


ers of any of Gods works, eſpecially of his works of 
mercy, would —_— wings and weight unto his - 


judgements, to ma 
more iatolerable, | 

Secondly, This will make the godly more than 
ordinarily carefull and obſervant of their wayes, -As, 
when no enemy is near,theSouldier is apt torelax his 


e them more ſpeedy and withall 


- Diſciplinez but when he perceives either the riſing 


of the Duſt, or the neighing of Horſes, preſently he 
buckles on his armes, and prepares himſelt for the 
Combate. So is the caſe between God and us, while 
we conceive that he is at peace with us, and all 1s well, 
we are apt t© ſlumber and ſleep, (as even the wiſe YVir- 
Fins in the Parable did, and herein- kept company 
with the fooliſh.) But when we perceive that God 
is angry, and by ſome evident ſymptomes .of his 
wrath, we can read, that he is preparing his thun- 
derbolts, and aiming them at the wicked, this: will 
awaken us to look to our ſtancing, and to-provide 
ſome ſhelter againſt the impending ſtorme : When 
the judgments are actually come, then the Prophet 
tells us, that.even the wicked mill learne righteouſneſs, 
How much more ſhould the godly doit, while theſe 
judgements are coming * for then 1s their time,” to 
run- into their hiding-place. According to the ad- 


into 


> 
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Sights of the Times, 


into thy Chambers , apd ſhut thy doores about thee © 


Hide thy ſelf as it were for 4 little moment, wmill the 
indignation be overpaſt, For behold the Lord cometh 
out of his place, to puniſh the ——— the earth 
for their zniquity. Wherein there is declared, .not 
onely that the people of God may diſcern the firſt 
approaches of wrath, but likewiſe that chen t 
ought to act and quicken their taith on Chriſt, who is 
their rock and _ 

Laſtly, This wi 
ſice, and likewiſe ſatisfie and quiet the ſpirit of his 
people, when at laſt God doth proceed to accom- 
pliſh the ſeverity of his judgement, If a Father 
thould ſuddealy difinherit his Son, without ever diſ- 
covering any ſignes of bis diſpleaſure , the ſon would 
have reaſon to be diſcontented, and to complaine of 
barſh and rigorous uſage ; But when the Parent can 
ſay to his ſonne as the forme is preſcribed in Dewte- 
ronomy, Thou art a glutton and a drunkard, and like- 
wiſe ſtubborn and rebellious , and wilt not obey 
voice; and when I have chaſtened thee, thou wonldft 
wot hearken to me, Then it he proceeds to take a le- 
gal remedy, none can blame him for it, So when 
the godly, by obſerving the ſignes of the times, ſhall 
ſay, Godis now angry, and unlefle you repent, will 
afluredly bring a ſudden judgement upon you if at 
lift che overflowing ſcourge doth come, they muſt 
needs applaud Gods juſtice, and be comforted con- 
cerning his doings z as the expreſſion is, Te ſhall be xox, 
comforted, concerning the evil that I have brought 
an Feruſalem © And they ſhall comfort you, whenye ſee 
their wayes and thery doings : or fhall know that I 
bove not Home yrotbout ganſe, - I have dew ins. 

| One 


| give God the glory of his ju- Reaf. 3, 


20 
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S1gnes of the Times. 
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One of which cauſes is, their not attending to thoſe 
preparatory ſtrokes and items of tuture vengeance, 
whereby God ſhewed himſelf willing to be preven- 
ted, and therefore was moſt juſt in puniſhing, 

The Uſe ot it ſhall be to exhort all us of this Na- 
tion, to enquire whether any of thele ſignes be upon 
us; and that we may do {o, the beſt way will be to 
examine firſt what are thole ſignes > which fatally 
anc inevitably forerun ſome great and fignal cala- 
mity. : 

To find out this, our onely way is, not to depend 
upon our own gueſles, or to follow the þjrit and 
conceits of other men, but to ſearch the Scriptures, 
eſpecially the Propheſies of the Old Teftament , For 
we muſt not think, that thoſe Predictions were only 
made againſt the Fews, but they equally concerne a- 
ny Nation, which ſucceeds into their priviedge and 
relation z ſo that we may call them The Rolls of Hea- 
wen, or, The Books of Divine Providence ; wherein we 
may read and afluredly learn, how near the ruine and 
extirpation is of each profeſſing State and Kingdome, 
The Signes which are there Regiſtred, are tuck as 
theſe 

Fuſt, When there are great and ſuddain mutati- 
ons in that courſe and order which God hath appoin- 
ted in nature. God hath already fixed a Law, that, 
While the earthrew:aineth, ſced-time and harveſt; and 
cold and heat, and Summer and Winter ſhall not ceaſe, 
5. ce. Theſe ſeaſons ſhall not vary, - but follow each o- 
ther-in their proper turnes. Not as if God had in- 
diſpenſably tied bimſelt alwayes to obſerve this Rule 
but chat he would ordinarily Go this withquyglterati-, 


on,.. nalefle che finges' of a people did:protoke him, 
Nis tor 
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Signes' of the Times. I 


for then, as he ſpeaks to the 7ſraelites, They ſhould 

know his breach of promiſe, 4.e. that he bor, change 

and vary his determination, When therefore the 

ſeaſons are altered, when we have our Summer in 

Winter, and our Winter in Summer, it is a ſign God 

is angry z and is now whetting his ſword, nd prepa- 

ring his arrows againſt the tranſgreflors. Theretore 

when Moſes threatens the 7ſraelites tor their diſobe- 

dience, amongſt other judgements, he reckons this 

for one, Thy Heaven that s over thy head ſhall be yeu. 28. 23, 
braſſe, and thy earth iron, and thy rain powder and 24. 
duſt, and then concludes z and they ſhall be unto thee 

for a ſign and for a wonder, Accordingly when $4- Vetſe 45. 
muel would declare how angry God was with the 

People, for their wantonneſle 1a deſiring a change of 

their Government, he tells them that he would call 

for thunder and rain, which at that time of the year , gam, 2. 15. 
in thoſe parts, was altogether ſtrange; That, faith 

he, ye may perceive and ſee, that your wickedneſſe is 

great, which ye have done in the ſight of the Lord, in 

asking you 4 King, And when upon this the Lord 

ſent thunder and rain, the people were ſo apprehen- 

ſive of their danger, that immediately they cry out 

to Samuel, Pray for thy ſervants, unto the Lord thy 

God, that we dye wot : as conceiving, that God would 

not ſtop or reſt ſatisfied with a bare denunciation of 

his anger, but go on to the extremity of it, *So the 

Prophet Foe! makes an #nſeaſonable ſeeds-time, and Jod 1. 15, 17, 
an wnfruitfull harveſt torerunners of ſome greater 
vengance.. Alas, faith he, for the day, for the day of 

the Lord is at hand, and as a deftruttion from the A4l- 

mighty ſhall it come. And this he gathers, becauſe 


The ſeed is rotten under their clods, the 'garners ares 
C 2 laid 


Numb.14.34. 
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Signe 2, 


laid deſelate, the barns are broken down, for th: Cor 
& withered, As when the pillars and ſapports of an 
houſe are removed and taken away, we may learn in- 
fallibly, that the houſe it ſelf will aot long ſtand: So- 
when Bread-corn, which is called in Scripture, the 
ſtay and fteff, begins to fail, we need not doubt but 
ſome worſe judgement is-at the doore, and juſt en- 
tring in. Under this head of extraordinary mutations, 
I may rank Eclypſes, Comets, unuſual Apparitions and 
Hrange Accidents in any of the Elements, which our 
Saviour ſayes ſhould and (as we read in Foſephws, ) 
did actually precede the deſtruction of Ferwſalem, But 
of theſe I ſpoke before. 

Secondly, Another Sign of an approaching judge- 
meat, is, when the heart and affections of ſuch as 
God ſends to Preach in his Name, are mightily 
drawn out to ſpeak againſt the abominations of a 
Land, but they meet with no ſucceſle anſwerable to 
their labours z but are either reproached and {corn- 
ed; or Impriſoned and Silenced tor it, Among the 
ageravations of Zedekiahs {innes, this is reckoned as. 


+ one, That he humbled not himſelf before Feremiah the 
* Prophet, ſpeaking from the month of the Lord, And 


likewiſe of Hereds, who, though he were an inceſtu- 
ous and voluptuous wretch, yet ſaith the Text, He 
added this above alt, that he put Fobn Bapti# (a ſharp: 
and ſevere Preacher) in priſon. As if his other fins 
were {mall in compariſon of this, Ir is therefore re- 
corded as the cauſe which did both haſten and com- 
pleate the ruine of Feruſalem, That, The Lord God 
of their fathers ſent to thems by his meſſengers, riſing 
up betimes, and ſending ;, becanſe he had compaſſion on 
his people,avd on his dwelling place, And therefore _ 


——— 
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Signes of the Times. 13: 
his Heralds, betore he would wage open War : But, 
ayes the Text, - mocked the inns of Goa, 
and deſpiſed his words, and nj hs Prophets, and 
what followed, Until the wrath of the Lord aroſe a- 
gainſt his people, and there was no remedy. For when 
a people refules to hear the woite of God,which ſpeaks 
alwayes in thele Prophets that he Commiſſions, then 
he hath no way to vindicate his honour, but to wake 
bare hs arme, in their deſtruction, As David ayen- 
ged the outrage offered unto his Embeſladors, in the 
- utter ſlaughter and devaſtation of the Ammonites. 
When the Fews had arrived to that degree of com- 
lacency in fin, as to lay unto the Prophers, prophe- 
he »ot z then God prelently threatens, 7 will preſſe, 39% 2-12.13, 
our place, 4s a Cart preſſeth that is full of ſheaves, i. e, 
will ſo load and purſue you with my judgements, 
that they ſhall daſh and break you to pieces, as a load- 
ed Cart doth cruſh the Waggoner or whateyer elſe 
{t falls upon, _ And therefore it is obſervable, that 
none ever impriſoned Gods Prophets, but they met 
with ſudden and unexpected deaths, When Abab 
had commanded to put Mrcazah in Priſon, the next 
news we hear of 1s, that he went down to Battle and 1 Reg. 22, 
periſhed there. And when Amazi4h the High Prieſt 
of Bethel bad acculed Amos of [edition and treaſon , 
and torbad him to xr a) onger at Bethel, for 
it was the Kings Chappel, and the Kings Court. A+ 
wos denouncerh againſt them this heavy doome, that 
his Wife ſhould be a ſtrumpet his children ſhould fall by 
the ſwordz and notwithſtanding his endeavor to pre- 
veat his propneſying by Priſon and Pillory,. yet God 
would certainly fulfill it, It is ſo unpleaſant a taske, 
ſocontrary to fleſh and blood, and ſo full of _—_ 
| - C 3, d, 2 


Amos 7el0,12 
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Gen. 15. 16. 


Gen. 18. 20. 


Jer. $1. 33+ 


hazard, to reprove finne in the world, that where, 
ever God ſtirs up the (pirit ot any to do it, with thoſe 


Cantions and in that manner which the Word of - 


God warrants, ſuch an one will have Gods power to 
ſtand by and to delend' him. and to ſupprefle this 
duty in any, onely haſtens the judgement : as when 
in a rage men put out the Candle, it preſently in» 
yolyes them in an helplefle and irrecoverable dark- 
neſle. 

Laſtly, It is an aflured figne of an approaching 
judgement, when the iniquities of a Nation are atri- 
ved to their height, There is a certain fixed mea- 
ſure and fullnefle of ſinne, which when ir is once 
made up, the ſtroke of the Clock doth nor more 
certainly follow the motion of the Hand, than Gods 
judgement doth purſue the cry of thoſe ſinnes, It is 
therefore rendred as a reaſon by God, why hedid de- 
ter the puniſhment of the Amorites ſolong, becauſe 
ſaith he, The iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full, 
And when God deicends to viſit Sodom, he alledgeth 
this as the occaſion of it, The cry of Sodom and Go» 
morrah i very great, and their or i very grievons ; 
wherefore, ſaith he, I will ſee whether they have done 
according to the cry of it : implying that their finne 
was grown ſoclamorous, loud and importunate, that 
it had atcained its full growth, and thereftore-he could 
no longer deter his yengeance.. This is expreſfled in 
Scripture under the {imilitudes of an Harveſt ind a 
Vintage; asin Feremy, Godaith of Babylon, The 

hter of Babylon « like athreſhing-floore, it & time 

#8 threſh her ; yet a little while and the time of her har- 

veſs ſhall«come”®: 7. Twill mowe herdown with my 

judgements, becauſe ſhe-begins'to be as it _ mel 
{C1 has”, | we 
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lowed in fin, and thereby ripe for ruine. SoinFoel, 


Put ye inthe fickle, for the harve#t is ripe; come get 104 3: 13- 


you down, for the preſſe s full, the fats overflow, for 
their wickedneſſe u great, or according to the Greek, 
mnMur]as is multip'yed. 5. e, There 15 not one finne 
wanting to compleate the number, - which when it is 
made up, judgment alwayes follows ity as the break- 
ing of the Ordnance dothits being overcharged with 
Powder, Ir is for this reaſon mainly that our Sa- 
viour {o long delayes his coming, becauſe then he in- 
tends to put an end to, and to take vengeance of the 
wickedneſle of men, and therefore he waits till they 
have filled ap their meaſure, 73/1 the harveſt of the 
earth be ripe, and {innelike a common contagion hath 
once more overſpread the face of all Lands, he will 
not command his Angel to thruſt in his ſickle. And 
therefore it will be Creadfull to live at the end of the 
world , for as a ſtone that deſcends to its center, the 
nearer it approaches, the more tpeed and (wittneſle, 
and withall the more weight ir contracts : or as the 


people of Iſrael, The nearer the time grew of Gods pro- Atts 7. 17, 


miſe to them, the more they r:ultiplyed, as Stephen 
obſerves. So the nearer the world haſtens to its 
end, the more will iniquity abound, and by its enor- 
mous redundancy, provoke and accelerate an utter 
deſolation, | 
._ ;Qneſt. But ſome may ask, How ſhall we know 
when the iniquities of a Nation are arrived unto thac 
meaſure and proportion, againſt which judgement is 
decreed. F... 
..\ Anſw. 1 anſwer, By comparing the event of the 
Propbers predictions againſt Fer»/alem, in theſe two 
facall' Fpochs's when. their City and _—__ was 
at 


Revel, 15. 15. 
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Iſai. 29, 9, 


tions; 


burac up, firſt by the Chaldeans, and after that. by 

the Roways z .itwill appear that a Nation which pro- 
feſleth to ſerve God, in thetruth and purity of Reli> 
gion, hath then filled up. its meaſure of finne, and 
conſequently lics under the immediate arreſt of ſome 
great and irreparable judgement , when there are 
commitred by them thele . three great abomina- 


Firſt, When a people newly come out. of great 
affliction, relapſe into the-very fame ſinnes for which 
they were afflicted, The end of all aftiition on Gods 
part is 70 purge out ſinne, and to ger himlelf glory 
by our repentance, as he ſpeaks by the Propher,” Zy 
this ſhall the iniquity of Facob be purged, and this is all 
the fruit to take away his ſinne + When God miſleth 
of this end, then one judgement fleighted and con- 
remned , onely. makes , way for another. As he 


Lev.25.23,24. threatens by Moſes, If ye will not be reformed by me, 


Ifai.9.12,1g. 


by theſe things, but will walk contrary to me ;, Then (he 
doth not fay I will leave off ſtriking, and give you 0- 
ver; but) will 7 alſo walk contrary unto you, and will 
iſh you yer ſeven times for your finnes, ASa j 

dorh (cldome ſpare an incortigible Felon, but after he 
harh been once burnt in the hand, if he comes again 
before him, - he gives immediate order for his Execu- 
tion : So when Gods lighter ſtrokes have been bea- 
ten back without making impreffion, we moſt then 
to feel the weight of his hand, This is zhat 

which the Prophets by joyat conſent take notice and 
ſadly complain of in the people ot 1ſrae/. Zſay having 
recounted the {ad eſtate of the Fews, by reaſont the 
enetnies which did ſurround them; Ter, faith 
he, for: all 1his, bi, #, Gods anger is a 
X p at 
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but hit hand is ſtretched out ſtill + For which he a(- 

fagnes this reaſon, For the people tarneth not wato him 

that ſmiteth them, weither do they ſeck the Lord of 

Hoſts, So Feremy, They have refuſed to receive cor- 1c 0". 

redtion, they have made their faces harder than a rock, : 

they have refuſed to returx. Therefore I ſaid, they are 

fooliſh, for they know not the way of the Lord, nor the 

Judgement of their God, i, e. They underſtand not 

what is Gods defigne and end in bringing judgment, 

which was to bow and incline the heart unto him- 

ſelf, Whereupon it follows, Hew ſhall I pardon thee yerce ,. 

for this ? As it he had (aid, this is a finne which I 

cannot pardon, but muſt go on to puniſh, So Amos amos 4. 11, 

repeating {everal judgements, as famine, drenght, 

barrenneſs, the plague, and the like, which God had 

brought upon them, yea, faith he, 1 have overthrew 

ſome of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, 

and ye were 4s a fire-brand pluckt ont of the burning ; 

get ye have not returned unto me [aith the Lord: Then 

pretendy he threatens, Therefore thus will I do unto verſe 2- 

thee, 4.6, 1 will execute what I formerly denounced, 

to take away them and their poſterity with fiſh hooks - 

$.e, to make clean riddance, And becauſe 1 will do this 

unto thee, therefore prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael. 

5, eo Look upon God as thine enemy, and fit thy (elf 

for the encounter, For as it is in Ezekiels words, Be- 

cauſe I have parged thee, and thou waſt not purged, thou 

ſhalt not be purged from thy filthineſs any more, 1ill I 

have cauſed my fury to re#t upon thee, 4. e. I will lo ſa» 

riate mine anger, that I ſhall not need to renew it; as 

the Prophet Nabwm ſpeaks, Affliction ſhall notriſes yo 

wp'4 ſeconditme. 1 will once for all eale me of my ad- 

verſacies, by. breaking them to RT one _— 
0 


Ezek.24.13- 
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Iſai, $. 12. 


Ezck. 13.243. 


2 Cor. 2. ut. 


2 Pet. 2. 3. 
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laivtul pleaſures,and are ſo'much the fiercer and more 
eagef upon'them, the longer they have been reſtrain» 
edgz there-is a Woe pronounced againſt them : The 
harp and the wiol, the tabret and the pipe, and Wine aye 
in their feaſts; but th:y regard not the work of the 
Lord, neither conſider the operation of his hands. i. e, 


- They never con{ider that when God tends a publick 


jugdmenr, he is then like a Judg upoa the Bench,and 
expects that his clemency in releaſing and taking ir 
off, ſhould not be atfronted with a new miſcarri- 
a4 eo, » p n 
Secondly, The fins of a Nation then ſeem to have 
attained their tull meaſure, when- there 1s a general 


. and an allowed corruption in the publick. Preachers 


of the Word : when they either Preach vaialy, or live 
viciouſly, Vain Preachers are ſuch in the Prophet EF. 
zekiels worcs, Who propheſie ont of their own hearts, 
Fooltſh Prophets, who follow their own ſpirit, and have 
ſeen nothing, Who have never felt thepower of the 
Word themſelves, end therefore {peak not to the 
heart, but only to the ears of others, Suchinthe Apo- 
ſtle Pawls. phraſe, as do-gmer at;z-r, we render: it, 
corrupt the Word, but properly it is, to deal with the 
Word as bankrupt Merchants do with their Wine, 5.e, 
daſh and allay.it by mingling water with it; So theſe, 
by trickments of hamane eloquence'and fantaſtiek 


\ Curiofity drefle up the Word of God, and by-rob- 


bing it of its plainneſſe, do as far as they can, 'take 


- away likewiſe its power. Such as Peter ſpeaks of, who 


vai; noe, by counterfeit and ennnine words, make 
merchandi=t of men, i, e, make Preaching which God 


- appointed as a ryeans to ſave ſouls, meerly a-trade to 


ht i. 
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get money by : whorg he there ſeverely threacens, 
Whoſe judgment now of 4 long time, i, e, which lono 
ſince was decreed agyinſt chem, inzreth xot, or is wot 
idle, And their damnation, 07 puniſhmcnt lumbretly 
not, And it were we<l! tor Natons, it ſuch Drones 
who eat the honey, and mike a noiſe, and yer have 
no ſting 4 no piercing quickneſfle.in their Mirftry to 
rouſe and ſtir up ſecure and ſleepy finner, were ro 
perith alone In their Iniquity z but they area ceneral 
plague, 2 fretting leprofie that- inte and conſume all 
round about them, For,ſaith Feremy,a worderfall -nd "=P 
horrible thing is committed in the Lana. The Prophets, we RIm 
5c the Preachers, propheſie falſely,and the Prieſts, i.the 
"  ſuperiour Order of the Jewiſh Clergy, bear rule by 
their meanes, and my people love to have it ſo, Which 
k complaint he uſhers in with this menace, Shall 7 nor 
viſit for theſe things ? ſaith the Lord, ſhall not my [ont 
be avenged on (ſuch a Natien as this * When thoſe 
who are ſtiled Lights, do either not ſhine at all,or elſe . 
cait a falſe and deceittull luſtre,which meerly miſleac's 
the gnwary. Travellers; God then thiaks ir high 
time for him to come with his Candle, and to (earch 
our their iniquity, till he finds none. And if vais- 
Preaching doth thus provoke God, much more dath 
vicious living : For it the ſalt becomes unſavoury, itis 
not only to. be thrown away it ſelt, but z+ defiles a 
Land, and makes it but 4 noiſome dunghill,. fic only 
for the raine of vengeance,to purifie and waſh it, The ta 55. 10,12, 
Watchmen of 1[rael in E ſays time, were i2n0rant and 
blind, and as 2.'contequent of that, they were dumb 
Dozs which coald ot bark y and likewiſe great volup- - 
tuaries, /lcepine, lying down and loving 10 ſlumber, 


Such Shepherds which though they did not w#ders 
D 2 ſtand, 
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Hoſea 4. 9. 
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ſtand, 4, e. what belonged unto their proper dtuy, 
yet they could look to their potit well enough, They 
all look to thei own way every one for his gain,ff om hs 
quarter : And with cheir Gains,they procured Wines 
and ftrong drink, and eat and drank like Epicures, 
Whereupon God ſends a ſurnmans, All ye beaſts of the 
field come to devour. AS it tuch brutnh and ſwiniſh 


Teachers were only fit ro be a prey unto their fellowy- 


beaſts, So in Feremy God complains, I have ſeen in 


the Prophets of Fernſalem an horrible thing. They 


ſtrengthen the hands of evil doers, that none doth re- 


turn from his wickedneſſe. Therefore I will feed them 


with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall, 


For from the Priefts is profanneſſe gone out into the3 
Land. For according to Heſeas words, which may be 


Proverbially uſed, Zike Prieft, like People. When fin - 


gets credit by the Preachers example, it ſpreads pre- 
{ently. It is no wonder then if God works, 5.ſends / ut 
ſuddain judgment, for men will be ſure to make void 


his Law, when ſuch as ſhould be the reprovers of - 


finne, are the principal and moſt noted committers 
of. it, 


w 


| "So Laſtly, The fins of a Nation are then full and ripe 


for vengeance, when thoſe commands of God are moſt 
commonly broken, which God hath moſt particularly 
preſſed upon our obſervance z which he ſeems as 1t 
were to have an eſpeciall care of z and therefore 
hath hedged in, and fenced about with his Prohibi. 
tions. © - 

Ot this ſort I might mention many,:As 1. Oppreſ- 
ſoon of the poore > which who ſo prattiſerh, reproacherh 
his Maker : and therefore ought to expect, that God 


will vindicate his quarrel. 2, Adultery and wncleanneſs, 


which. 
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which is (qid gel to defile a Land : And when a 
Land is fl;hy, God faith he will ſweep it with the bee - 1&1: 3. 1. 
[ome of deftrudtion. 3. Entrapping and injurious Laws. 
When the Law inſtead of being a protection, becomes 
a ſnare 5 when men are made offenders for a word,and 
wait is laid for ſuch as reprove in the gate, and the 
juſt are turned afide for a thing of naught, i, e. for (mall 
and trivial cauſes, good and upright men are condem- 
ned and ſentenced, But to paſs by theſe, I ſhall inſiſt 
only upon three Commands, all which are contained 
in the Decalogue, and God ſeems by his manner of 
enforcing them (which he doth in more words than he 
{pends upon all the reſt) to have a principal eſteem - 
- and concernment for chem, 

I. That againſt Idolatry, Com. 2. 

2. That againſt Swearing, Com. 3. 

3». That againſt $ abbath-breaking, Com. 4. 

. I, The Command againſt Idolatry is fenced with 

a ſevereCommination, that God is a jealous Godgand 
that he will puniſh not che perſons only, but alſo the 
poſterity of ſuch 44: hate hims - for fo he counts all 
them to do, who ſet up their commands and wor- 
ſhips, in competition with his, for did they indeed 
love God, they would reverence his Wiſdom, and 
not-preſume to ſerve him any other way than he hath 
appointed, This Precept therefore is broken, not * 
only when Images are ereQted, and divine honour gi- 
ven.to them, which is but a grols and dull part of I- 
delatry, (and yet as ſtupid and ſenſlels as its, it is at 
this. day, in theſe very terms, practiſed and enjoin- 
.ed. among the. Papiſts), but allo when we have-in- 
vyentions and deviſes of our ewn, to adorn as we 
think, but indeed to adulterate the worſhip of God : 
1 Ds which 


I(ai. 29. 2t. 
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Matth. 15. 


Jer. 5. 30, 31. 


Jer. 18. 15. 


Hoſca 13. 2, 


which is then-be(t, when it is moſt ſimple, and ſavour- 
ingof irs.diyine original, This was the fire of which 
the $8754he2 and Phariſers were guilty m onrSaviours, 
who worſhipped God after the commandments and tra» 
ditions of men , tor which he threatens, thar- the 
(hould be rooted up: Every plant, ſaith he, which 
Father hath not plamicd ſhall be rooted up- God detti 
fo much difdain to-have his-worſhip (quared by mens 
model], that he will ro6t ap all (uch impious preten- 
ders,whoby giving way to their own ten nations,do 


ſecretly tax the goodneſs of God,as it he wige not ho- 
ly and wiſe enough in his own appoint Forlet 
men ſay and uſe what fine diſtintions they ;_ it 
will at laſt be found, that all ſuch ſelf-deviſed forms, 
though they arenot ſogroſs and palpable, yet have e- 
_— as much of the nature and fpirit of Idolatry 
in thee), as the open adoration of Images, And the 
reaſon is clear, for when God rebukes this fin by the 
Prophers, he chargerth them moſt with this, that they 
did what he never commanded. As in Feremy; "They 
have ſet their abomninations in the houſe which is called 
by my name to pollate it. And they have built the high 
places of Tophet, to burn their ſons and daughters in the 


fire. Which,ſaith God, 1 commanded thews not, neither 


came it into my heart, And in another place, My peo- 
ple hath forgotten ne, they have burnt intenſe 19 vattty, 
and they have cauſed them to Fumble in their wayes, 
from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in «a way not 
caſt up,*i ina wey, which God never chalked out for 
them. S0-in Hefes, Gorl complaints, Thit 1ry wade 
themſelves Images of filuty awd guld; atcording io thetr 
own #mderſtending. Whereupbii-it- 5 recorded asa 
great aggravation of Ferebvems fin, that he offered 
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Reems 


toGodin the fifteenth day of the-eigth moneth, ewe 


#n the moneth which he hall deviſed of his own ' ovy 1 King. 15.32, 


From &-which poney! ttappears, thar the Ido! did not 
fo much - God, as the ilPremper'of Heart 
1n the \idolater, whieh- oxcafioned It; andthat yas a 
"proud conceit of mending'the Law of God, and-of aC- 
ding ſomething to make-it more ſpecious, And this 
-corrupt principle is the true -fpring-of 2!l invented, 
uncommanded, and therefore unwarrantable forms of 
Worſhip. 1n defence of which, whoever pleads cu- 
tome and antiquiry, doth only 'uſe Names for which 
we ought ſo muth the-more to deteft it, Since the 
'6tder an-error is, the-worte it is ; and-calls for the 
ſorer ram of judgmeent,'to waſhthofeinvererate ſtains 
of it " As 'God threatens by Amos, For three , 
travſgre Fudeh, and for we 1 will worturn 
uwvay the Eris of Fd becauſe they have deſpiſed the 
Law of the Lord, and have not kept bis Commani- 
\mtnts, and their lies caufed them to erre, after the 
\whieh their fathers walked : They it feems plea- 
ded cuſtome too, and tradition from Fathers, burthis 
+yery thing did1o little abate, tharir is mentioned as 
"a'cauſe6ttheir puniſhment, Ant it 1s very obſerva- 
ble, that-when wa p _ of Tſrael-were flat Tdolaters,. 
'God didcontent himfelt withpuatthingthem only by 


"ſeventy years captivity. 'Bur in our-Saviours time, 
Be zeal, 'norfor Gods'Eaw, butfor cheir 


| ics es and Comments uþon it, "(by"which 
to uphold rheir fapetftirious: uſages,) 
ed Chit, and wonld notendure the fim- 


= of his Goſpe} (At which time they werefo tar 
| Lines es -wotld notbrooke fo march. . 


-evtheEmperoms Star ro be ſer rape theTemple;) 
- yet- 
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19. 


yet God did look upon that refined and more ſubtle 


Ldolatry, that will-worſbip of theirs, to be. ſo great 
and ſo incurable a fin, that he ſoon. after fulfilled all 
thoſe wes, which our Saviour.had denounced againſt 
them,and left them neither-place nor N4iox:and t 
are at this day a terrible Inſtance, both how ill ma- 
nagers of holy things, humane fancy is ; and like- 
wile how (everely God will avenge ſuch bold and 
unlicenſed intermedling. oy 
2. The ſecond Command which God hath fenced 
with a commination, is that againſt taking Gods name 
in vain, concerning which, he affirms that he will 
not hold the doers of it geiltleſſe, i.e, he will cer- 


' tainly and unavoidably puniſh them. By taking 


Gods name in vain, may be meant either falſe, or 
vain ſwearing ;, and either of them is a grievous 
God-provoking fin, For the -firſt, viz, that of 
perjury or ſorſwearing, the Inſtances are: ſo notori- 
ous, that I need not inſiſt on them, The caſes of 
Foſhua and the Gibeonites, which was an-Oath got by 
frand; of Zedekiah and Nebuchaduezzar, which 
was as Oath exterted by force, might ſeem to have 
ſomething pleadable in their excuſe : but Gods in- 
diſpenſable puniſhing the violatours of thoſe ſolemn 
Vowes, \ufficiently ſhowes us, that thoſe perſons 
who have beea in the ſame caſe, muſt yeeds expe 
the ſame puniſhment, if chey fhall ventace tocom- 
mit the ſame fin, Iihall therefore omit the proſe- 
cution of the guilt of perjury, againſt which ſo ma- 
ny curſes are denounced in Scripture, that as cer- 
tain as God & true, {0 certain isit, that that fin will 
never long {cape unpunithed. And only.mention the 
inevitable danger of v4im- ſwearing, which becaule it 
| is 
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iS more common, men are apt to think is more excu- 
- able. This {wearing in ordinary diſcourſe is that 
which 0ur Saviour in his explication of the Law,fayes 


w3s originally enrended -thould he forbidden, and **5:33-37- 


therefore it is expreſly prohibited by him, becauſe ir 


proceeds 3 17 mm? From that evill one who delights ;,ne x. 21, 


in all wanner of ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, (as the A- 


poltle Famzes calls finne) and therefore needleſs and - 
unneceſlaryOaths mult needs take their firſt riſe from 


his inſtigation, And when this ſin didabound a- 
mong the Phariſees in our Saviours time, who made 
as little ſcruple to make, as to break their Oath (for 
which we read they had found out many ſubtle di- 


ſincionsz as that an 94th by the Altar did not bind, Mat.2315,22. 


though an Oath, by the gold upon the Altar did, and 
the like) Our Saviour firſt tells them, that wuggy 
Oath they ſwear, by any thing how lighr and trivial 
ſoever, was ſacred and gbligatory ; fince it had an 
immediate aſpect upon the Creator z whoſe name, 
though it: was not interpoſed, yer, was underſtood 
inall thoſe ſolemne aſleverations. And then denoun- 


ces a Woe againſt them for ſuch raſh and inconfiderate peur. 28. 58. 


ſwearing ; {ince it betrayes a great want of reverence 
towards God ſo lightly to mention his name, which 
ought to be feared and dreaded by us. And-if 
they would plead,*that they did not mention the 
name of God, but only ſwear by the creatyre,as by their 
head, &c. the crime is ſo much the worſe, fince it 
uts the creature into the place of God, who only 
ars our vows, and can take notice. to puniſh the 
breach of them.' So Fames, where he bids us not ſware 
at all, gives this reaſon, wi va» zeins mine, Leaf ye fall 
c 

and 


wder judgment, i, 7. __ ſome ſignall puni 


Tames 3. 6. 


Gen» 2, 


IGi.$8,13,14. highly provoking fins, If shoutarn 
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and judgment from God, for God will not haye his 
Name tofled about irreverently in our mouths z' An 
Oath is a religious tye, and therefore ought to be: ſg- 
lemn as well as {acred, When therefore a Nation - 
bounds with oaths and curſene ; when ſwearing, and 
banning, and blaſpheming becomes our ordinary lan- 
guage it is a ſign that the tongues of wen are ſet on 
fire of hell, and that calls for the fire of divine wrath 
to purifie them, 


—_— 


Laſtly, The third command which 1s eſpecially 


recommended to ns., and therefore the breach of 
it cannot but be very dangerous, is that about krep- 
ing the Sabbath, which begins wuha Mewente,'to 
ſhew , that it 4s very remarkable, and. concludes 
withurging Gods example, who is to be Our patters, 
in all holy performances : And its this, which gives 
that command its obligation z for fince the reaſon 
there alledged is univerſally equal, iz. That we 
ought to reſt becauſe God the Creator did reſt upon 
the ſeventh day ; .it. muſt needs follow from hence, 
that the command is univerſally binding, Where 
we find that it was\enjoyned unto Alam in Paradiſe, 
when the nature of man was in its higheſt and moſt e- 
levated degree of perfe&tion : and therefore neither 
pretences of piety with ſome, nor commands frow Au- 
therity with others, nor examples of. annoy with the 
moſt z- either can abſolve any, or ought to prevaile 
with us to quit and to leave off this duty, Flence we 
find that inall predidions, the breach of the S abbathis 
alwayes reckoned. for once. of the greateſt, and moſt 
ny thy foot from 
the Sabbath,{aith God, ffow doing thy , nijor on 
lipdg,. and cell the $thath a Jriight, the holy of the 
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Lord, and honourable, It follows, Then 
delight ſelf in the Lord, and I will cauſe t 
upon the hig 


bleſs and proſper 


obedience z there is alwayes threatned a carſe for dif- 
obedience. Therefore when Feremy had commanded 
in ch#name of the Lore, that they ſrl carry no bur- 
den wpon the Sabbath day, but hallow it, i, e, by far- 
bearing fuch kind of employments, according as God 
had commanded. He concludes, that if they would not 


=_ thos 
ee to ride 
b places of the earth, 8, e, 1 will fignally 
thee : Now we muſt take notice, 
that whereever there is promiſe of a b/efzg for our 


Ter. 17. 2t. 


hearken,then ſaith God, I will kindle a fire in the gates yerſe +9, 


thereof, and it ſhall devour the palaces of Feruſalem, 
and it ſhall not be quenched, From whence inter, that 
if tO bear 4 burden, which otherwiſe wag lawfull and 
neceſſary, be ſo ſeverely prohibited upon that day; 
How mwch more are ſorts and-recreations, which are 
alwayes needleſs, and for the moſt part ſuſþ:cr0ws, to 
be avoided then. Eze##el therefore having told the 


people of the Jews, that God had given them his Sab- Eck. 20. 12. 


baths, to be a ſign between him and them, that they might 
know, ſaith he, that 1 am the Lord which do ſanfiifie 
them, But they by their protanatian having polluted 
theſe Sabbaths, W. erefore,ſaith God, 7 gave thems fla» 
tates that were not good, and judgments whereby they 
ſhould not live, . 4. e, 1 brought my judgments upon 
them to deſtroy and to overthrow them, And fince 
the parity of reaſon doth obliege us to the ſame o0b- 
ſervance of a ſeventh day, or of one day in ſeven, with 
che Fews 3 we cannot doubr, but our breach and vio- 
lation of it, will bind us over to the ſame puniſh- 


ment. 
Having thus found out in 


general what are thecer- 
E 2 
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Iob 31. 33» 


Plal. 38. 18, 


— 


tain and infallible figns of an approaching judgment , 
the next part of our duty is,to enquire how far theſe 
fiens doconcern us, and whether we of this place have 
any juſt.ceaſon to be afraid of them. And here I ſhall 
adviſe you notfo much to caft your eyes abroad,in be- 
holding the ſtate of others (thongh that likewiſe is to 
be done) as to turn your eyes inward, and to conſider 
with you ſelves, whether any of theſe zokens of death 
he upon you, Survey your paſt ations, and diſcern, 
what meaſure your f1ns in particular have contributed 
to fill up the Nations Cup. For as when the Sea roars. 
and (wels,the parts of water which lye next the bank, 
though they (eem to be ſtill and quier, yer do, becauſe 


- of their contiguouſnels ; as much contribute to,the 


noiſe and tumult of the Ocean, as any of thoſe which 
are more remote ; ſoyour {ins and mine, though per- 
haps they. make not that ſtir in the world, nor flye up 
and down ſo much upon the tongues of men, yet do: 
indeed as much make up and complete the Nations 
finnes, as any of thoſe that are more diſcourſed of, 
Therefore run over. thele provoking tranſgreſſions, 
mentioned alittle before, and ſee what is your part in 
them. And when you have found them out, then 

x. Confeſs your guilt, and give God theglory of 
bis mercy in that he hath ſo long delayed to puniſh, 
When Fob would teſtifie his integrity, and thereby 


- uſe an argument, why God ſhould eaſe him alittle of 


his heavy load, he ayes, 1 did not cover my tranſereſ- 
ſons, as Adam, by hiding my iniquity in my befor, 
AndDavid praying likewiſe tor reſpite,uſeth this mo- 
tive,. For 1 will declare mine iniquity, I will be ſorry 

or my ſin, As when God hath brought his judgments, 
confeſſion of ſinis the beſt way to redreſs and _ 
| . | cacm 3 - 
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them; as he tels the 1ſraebites, that when he had dri- 
ven them out iato forreign Lands, yet ſaith he, 1f they Levic. 26. 40. 
they err confeſs their iniquity , with their treſpaſs 
which they have treſÞ aſſed againſt me : and if thin their 
wncircumciſed hearts be humbled, and they accept of the 
Puniſhment of their iniquity, 5, e. If they acknowledge 
> that theydiddelerve whatever I laid upon them : they 
faich God, I will remember my Covenant, and reſtore '©+ 3-13: 
them unto their Land : So before a judgment comes, 
confeſſion is the beſt way toarreſt and ſtop it, As God 
himſelf | ae the method, return, ſaith he to me, 
and I will not let my anger to fall upon thee, Oxly ac- 
knowledg thine iniquity, that thou haſt tranſgreſſed a- 
\ gainſt the Lord thy God. Till we confeſs we have ſunnea, ter. 2, 25. 
the ſame Prophet. tels us, that God will continue to 
lead with ws, David no ſonner confeſſed, but he ob- 
tained pardon, which when it is once gained, no judg- 
ment either is,or ought to be terrible Becauſe then 
it looſeth its name, . and inſtead of a puniſhment, as 
from a Judg, is only the Rod of a tender and compaſ- 
fionate Father, \ 
2. Preyent the growth of future jadgments, by a 
ticular and ſerious repentance. Contefſion and re- 7 
pentance muſt be joyned together, like the purge and | 
bs the plaiſter z the one doth cleanſe the wound, the 0- 
Fs ther cures it. . Conteſſion is the.{ick and finfull ſouls 
Vomit Repentance is its Diet : the one doth-ſtir the 
| humours and diſcover the diſtemper, the other begets 
new bloud and ſpirits, and brings us to a more health- 
full habit. 
To encourage you to this, conſider 
Firſt, 'By this means you may be inſtrumentall in 
retarding Gods judgments as to the-whole Natien.. , 
| E 3 Had.. 
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Icounees a finger : Repentance evens all accounts, 


Had there been but ren rightoons men-in Sodom, God 
would got have medled with it : And when he came 
ropunih Feraſalemghe deſcends to 2 lower proporti- 
on, and declares, thar if there had been bar one, but 4 
man that executed judement, and that fought the trath, 
and he world pardonit, And he often complains, that 
he ſought for 4 man among # them, that ſhould make s 


Ezck. 22.30. Ihr bedge, and ſtand in the gap _ him, for the land, 


that he might not deſtroy it, but he found nowe, Tho 
finner, whoever thou art, that now lyeſt furfeiting in 
thy wickedneſs, thou knoweſt not, but thou maift be 
the man, for whoſe ſake, if thou repenteſt, God will 
fave the Nution : Thou maiſt be raiſed out of the 
mire, wherein thort now walloweſt, and become a 
pillar to uphold a tottering ſtate. Or at leaſt, if Gods 
decree be gone forth, and there be no reverſing it, 
ct * 

Secondly, Thou wilt be ſure to ſave thy ſelf;chough 

the ſentence of deſtru&ton ſhould be gone out of 


Gods mouth, and we were a people utterly devored 


to ruine ; o though God was juſt now ating his 
thunder, and levelling his arrows z yet could you fup- 
poſe in that very infant, that a ſinner would repent, 
the threatned and intended evil would not come ner 
him. Thus God himſelf expreſſly, At what infant 7 

Kt ſpeak concerning 4 Nation,and concerning a King 
Howie, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy nt 1 
Tf that Nation againſt whom I have pronounced, tun 
F fo their evill, I will repent of the evill that I thought 
$0 do unto them. And —_— is clear, _ re- 
pentance changes the perſon z God is angry only with 
Jinners, bn that hath otce repented, is no longer 


and 
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and fin once truly ſorrowed for, is not only forgiven, 
but remembred no more, When we have once at- 
tained to ſuch peace with God, the tumults and ſtirs 
| ik the world may allarm, but they ought not to af- 

| fright us. Therefore to conclude ifi the Prophet - 

| | +—y words, Before the decree bring forth, 7eph, a. 14, 
| ore the diy paſs as the chaff, before the 
| fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, 
gy © ſeek ye the Lord all ye meek of the 

earth,which have wrought his jude- 
; ment ;, [eek righteou(neſs, ſeek 
| mweekne(s, it may be ye ſhall 
] be hid in the day of 
- the Lords Anger. 
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ERRATA. e 1. line 2. for command read demand, page 
line 28. for obſerve read afford. 
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